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MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER 
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By the Commission: 


1. On May 11, 1993, we adopted an Order in the above- 
captioned proceeding which amended the amateur service 
rules to establish call sign administrators for club and 
military recreation stations.' At the time of our action, we 
believed that such a system in the private sector would 
make club call signs widely available and benefit the ama- 
teur community without an undue burden on the Commis- 
sion’s staff. It was envisioned that the administrators would 
assume the necessary tasks involved in such a system. They 
would not be allowed, however, to accept any reimburse- 
ment for the services that they would perform. 

2. On June 15, 1993, David B. Popkin filed a Petition 
for Reconsideration? contending that the subject rules 
should have been proposed in a notice and comment rule 
making proceeding and requesting that they not be imple- 
mented. Popkin argued that the establishment of club call 
sign administrators is not minor and non-controversial in 
the amateur radio community. Subsequent to our Order, 
an additional event occurred that affected our original 
action. A new automated licensing system is being activated 
that will enable the Commission to perform with minimal 
additional burden the function that administrators in the 
private sector were going to provide without reimburse- 
ment. 


3. In a separate action, adopted today. we are proposing a 
vanity call sign system for persons holding an opera- 
tor/primary or club station license. Inasmuch as our new 
proposal also will meet the need of persons interested in 
obtaining a club station license, it is not necessary to retain 
the call sign administrator rules adopted in our Order of 
May 11. Additionally. there appears to be merit in 
Popkin’s argument that the establishment of club call sign 
administrators is controversial in the amateur radio com- 
munity. His petition of June 15, therefore. will be granted. 
In accordance with the foregoing, this action vacates the 
rule provisions that established private entity call sign ad- 
ministrators and reinstates the prior rules. 
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A second Petition for Reconsideration was filed late by Mr. 
Popkin on August 30, 1993, reiterating the arguments raised in 


4. It should be noted that we have not taken any action 
on the requests that we received from organizations inter- 
ested in being certified as call sign administrators. Those 
requests, therefore, will be returned without action to the 
parties concerned. 

5. In view of the foregoing, IT IS ORDERED that Parts 
0, 1, and 97 of the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R. Parts 0, 
1, and 97, ARE AMENDED as set forth in the Appendix 
below, effective 30 days after publication in the Federal 
Register. 

6. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED That the Petition for 
Reconsideration filed by David B. Popkin on June 15, 
1993, IS GRANTED. 

7. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED That the Petition for 
Reconsideration filed by David B. Popkin on August 30, 
1993, IS DISMISSED. 

8. Authority for this action is contained in 47 U.S.C. §§ 
154(i), 303(r), and 405(a). 


FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 


William F. Caton 
Acting Secretary 


APPENDIX 


Parts 0, 1. and 97 of Chapter 1 of Title 47 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations are amended as follows: 


Part 0 - Commission Organization 


1. The authority citation for Part 0 continues to read as 
follows: 


Authority citation: Sec. 5, 48 Stat. 1068, as amended; 47 
U.S.C. 155, unless otherwise noted. 

2. Section 0.131 is amended by removing paragraph (k). 

3. Section 0.331 is amended by removing paragraph (d). 

4. Section 0.486 is removed in its entirety. 


Part 1 - Practice and Procedure 


The authority citation for Part 1 continues to read as 
follows: 


Authority citation: Secs. 4, 303, 48 Stat. 1066, 1082, as 
amended; 47 U.S.C. 154, 303; Implement, 5 U.S.C. 552, 
unless otherwise noted. 


1. Section 1.912(a) is revised to read as follows: 


§ 1.912 Where applications are to be filed. 


(a) Each application for a new amateur service oper- 
ator/primary station license and each application involving 
a change in operator class must be submitted to the volun- 
teer examiners (VEs) administering the qualifying examina- 
tion. See § 97.17(c) of this chapter. The VEs are required 
to submit the applications of persons passing their respec- 


his June 15, 1993, petition. It will be dismissed on procedural 
grounds. See Section 405(a) of the Communications Act of 1934, 
as amended, 47 U.S.C. § 405(a). 
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tive examinations for amateur operator licenses to the Vol- 
unteer-Examiner Coordinator (VEC). All other 
applications for amateur service licenses must be submitted 
to FCC, 1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245. 


Part 97 - Amateur Radio Service 
The authority citation for Part 97 continues to read as 
follows: 


Authority citation: 48 Stat. 1066, 1082, as amended; 47 
U.S.C. 154, 303. Interpret or apply 48 Stat. 1064-1068, 
1081-1105, as amended; 47 U.S.C. ’ 151-155, 301-609, un- 
less otherwise noted. 

l. Section 97.17 is amended by revising paragraph (b) 
and removing paragraph (g) to read as follows: 


§ 97.17 Application for new license. 
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(b) Each application for a new operator/primary station 
license must be made on FCC Form 610. Each application 
for a reciprocal permit for alien amateur licensee must be 
made on FCC Form 610-A. No new license for a club, 
military recreation, or RACES station will be issued. 


Mook ok kok 


2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of Section 97.19 are revised to 
read as follows: 


§ 97.19 Application for a renewed or modified license. 

(a) Each application for a renewed or modified oper- 
ator/primary station license must be made on FCC Form 
610. Each application for a renewed or modified club, 
military recreation, or RACES station license must be 
made on FCC Form 610-B. A reciprocal permit for alien 
amateur licensee is not renewable. A new reciprocal permit 
may be issued upon proper application. 

(b) Each application for a renewed or modified amateur 
service license must be accompanied by a photocopy of the 
license document or the original document. unless it has 
been lost, mutilated, or destroyed. Each application for a 
modified operator license involving a change in operator 
class must be submitted to the VEs administering the quali- 
fying examination. All other applications must be submit- 
ted to: FCC, 1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 
17325-7245. 


3. Section 97.29 is removed. 
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